International Conference

i:;|5 ’ 10:45: | Dr. David Akopyan: “In A New Great Game Armenia’s
. and the South Caucasus’s Best Bet Is Neutrality”

Dr. David Akopyan, Advisor to the President of Armenia; Former UN Development
+ Program Director. David Akopyan has had a dual career. With a Ph.D. in physics, he
. studied complex systems and afterwards worked for 26 years for the United Nations
. (UN) in 15 countries across many regions. During the last 10 years of his UN career,
. he spent time in Afghanistan, Somalia, and Syria, and held leadership positions as
. UN Development Program director and resident representative.

10:45 - 11:15 Dr. Varuzhan Geghamyan: “Corridor Wars:
. Geopolitics of the ‘Zangezur Corridor”

Dr. Varuzhan Geghamyan is currently an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of

i Oriental Studies (Chair of Turkic Studies) at Yerevan State University and an

. Adjunct Lecturer at AUA. He specializes in the domestic politics of modern Turkey

: and Azerbaijan, as well as Middle Eastern geopolitics. Between 2019 and 2021, he

i was an advisor to the President of Armenia, Armen Sarkissian, specializing in

. matters related to Turkey and the Middle East. He earned his Ph.D. in History from

i Saint Petersburg State University, Russia. Dr. Geghamyan has been a guest lecturer
i at Lund University (Sweden), UC Berkeley (USA), the Diplomatic Institute of Syria's
. Foreign Ministry (Syria), Saint Petersburg State University (Russia), among others.

i He co-authored three monographs (History of the Turkish Republic, Handbook of

i Modern Azerbaijan, and Hate Speech Against Armenia in Turkey). He has published
several articles in peer-reviewed journals, and numerous analytical reports on

. regional political and geopolitical developments.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11:15 - 11:45 Mr. Tigran Grigoryan: “TRIPP and the Geopolitics of Connectivity
. in the South Caucasus”

. Tigran Grigoryan is an analyst and the director of the Regional Center for

i Democracy and Security, an Armenia-based think tank. His research focuses on

i Armenia’s security and foreign policy, as well as the country’s democratic
velopment and governance framework. He is also a commentator at CivilNet,

re he provides analysis on political and regional affairs. Previously, he worked at
ia’s Security Council. He holds a master’s degree in Conflict, Governance, and
tional Development from the University of East Anglia (UK).




11:45 - 12:15 Dr. Hovhannes Nikoghosyan, “Soverei
. Policy Resource after Role-Anchor Los
2021 and 2025"

Dr. Hovhannes Nikoghosyan is an Adjunct Assis - Professor at AUA. Between
May 2017 and April 2018, he served as Aide to the 1 esident of the Republic of
Armenia. He specializes in global order and international security and has keen
interest and research experience in human rights and armed conflicts, international
criminal responsibility for erga omnes crimes, as well as Responsibility to Protect.
He is a graduate of the Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University with an MA in
International Relations and a Ph.D. in Political Science (2011). Before joining AUA in
January 2015, he worked as a Visiting Fellow at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (Washington DC), Magdalena Yesil Visiting Scholar at the
Sanford School of Public Policy, Duke University (Durham, NC). He completed an
Advanced Certificate Program at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts
University (Medford, MA). Dr. Nikoghosyan is the author of a number of
peer-reviewed papers and expert reports published in Armenia and abroad.

..................................................................................................................................

Second Session: South Caucasian Perspectives
Chair: Dr. David Akopyan

14:30 - 15:00 : Dr. Rick Fawn, “Whose Connectivity?
. Recasting the South Caucasus since 2020 and 2023"

Dr. Rick Fawn is Professor of International Relations at the University of St
Andrews, focusing on the international relations and security of Europe and Eurasia.
Among his books are: Castle on a Hill: The Visegrad Group, Regionalism, and the
Remaking of Europe (2024); International Organizations and Internal
Conditionality: Making Norms Matter (2013); EU-Central Asian Interactions:
Perceptions, Interests and Practices (as co-editor, 2024); Managing Security Threats
along the EU’s Eastern Flanks (as editor, 2020). He writes an annual contribution on
Georgia in the Europa Publications Eastern Europe, Russia and Central Asia. Dr.
Fawn has worked on-ground and with conflict and mediating parties in the South
Caucasus since the late 1990s, and travels to the region and related countries
several times a year.

15:00 - 15:30 Mr. Victor Kipiani, “About South Caucasian Geostrata -
. Moving Towards Enhanced Competitiveness”

Mr. Victor Kipiani is the Chair of the Georgian think tank Geocase.

His interests include international relations, security, governance, implications of

the global order for Georgia and for its neighborhood and macro economy. He

' regularly covers these topics both in English and Georgian language media outlets.
. Victor Kipiani leads a team of diverse and top qualified experts and researchers

‘providing the highest levels of expertise, transparent and independent analysis and

policy recommendations.

‘analytical work, Victor Kipiani is engaged in practicing law—he is a senior



the author of various articles and surveys on the Georgian legal system and related
matters in domestic and foreign periodicals. Victor Kipiani has been recommended
as a leading private legal practitioner for Georgia by all major international
directories and publications, including IFLR, Chambers Global, Chambers Europe,
Who's Who Legal and The Legal 500.

Victor Kipiani is a member of Georgian Bar Association and of the International
Advisory Board for the Association of International Politics and Security Studies.
He is also a permanent editorial team member and expert on Caucasian and
Eurasian affairs at the Norwegian media outlet - Geopolitika.

1
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15:30 - 16:00 Dr. Nerses Kopalyan, “Multi-Alignment, Diversification, and
. Strategic Ambiguity: The Contours of Armenia’s New Foreign
Policy Doctrine and Risk Mitigation”

Dr. Nerses Kopalyan is an Associate Professor of Political Science at the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas. His fields of specialization include international security,
geopolitics, international relations theory, and philosophy of science. He has
conducted extensive research on polarity, superpower relations, and security
studies. He is the author of World Political Systems After Polarity (Routledge, 2017),
co-author of Sex, Power, And Politics (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), and the upcoming
The Second Nagorno-Karabakh War and Armenia-Azerbaijan Relations: War for
Sovereignty (2026, Routledge), along with numerous other co-authored books, book
chapter contributions on transitional justice and Armenia's democratic
consolidation, academic articles, essays in Freedom House's “Nations in Transit
Report” (2023) and mainstream publications (Le Figaro, The National Interest, The
Times of Israel, and EVN Report). His continuous research and academic publication
concentrate on geopolitical and great power relations within Eurasia, with specific
emphasis on small-state security and democratic breakthroughs within
authoritarian orbits. He has authored several policy papers for the Government of
Armenia and serves as voluntary advisor to various state institutions.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Third Session: Global Assessment in View of the War with the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Chair: Dr. Stephan H. Astourian

17:00 - 17:30 Dr. Alexander Cooley, “Eurasia After the Iran War:
. Geopolitical Reverberations”

Dr. Alexander Cooley is a scholar of international relations whose research
examines Eurasian geopolitics, global authoritarianism, transnational kleptocracy,
and the changing international order, with regional expertise in Central Asia and
the Caucasus. He is the Claire Tow Professor of Political Science at Barnard
College (on leave Spring 2026) and previously served as Director of Columbia's
Harriman Institute for the Study of Russia, Eurasia, and Eastern Europe




__________________________

(2015-2021) and as Barnard's Vice Provost for Research (2022-2025). He is the
author or co-author of eight books, including Dictators without Borders (Yale
2017, with John Heathershaw), Exit from Hegemony (Oxford 2020, with
Daniel Nexon), and Dictating the Agenda (Oxford 2025, with Alexander
Dukalskis). His commentary appears reqularly in Foreign Affairs, and he has
testified before the United States Congress and the Helsinki Commission. He
holds an MA and PhD from Columbia University.

9:40 - 9:45

9:45 - 10:15

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

10:15 - 10:45

Opening Comments
First Session: Regional Perspectives
Chair: Dr. Stephan H. Astourian

Dr. Cengiz Aktar, “Turkey and Its Eastern Kinship:
Ambitions versus Realities”

Dr. Cengiz Aktar is Professor of political science presently invited to the University
of Athens EKPA-Turkmas. Before moving to Athens, Dr. Aktar had been the Chair of
European Union Studies in the Economic and Administrative Sciences Department
of Bahcesehir University. He also taught in the International Relations Department
of Galatasaray University. He is a former director at the United Nations and was
the head of the United Nations's mission in Slovenia from 1994 to 1999.

In addition to refugee/migration issues and EU integration policies his research
focuses on Turkish totalitarianism, the politics of memory regarding ethnic and
religious minorities and on the history of political centralism.

His latest essay, “The Turkish Malaise” was published, in Armenian, English, French,
German, Greek and Italian. He is also the author of two monographs in French.

Dr. Ehsan Movahedian, “Considerations of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the South Caucasus after the Recent War”
Dr. Movahedian is a Professor of International Relations at the Islamic Azad

University (Tehran). A recognized expert on the Caucasus, he holds a Ph.D. in
International Relations and Affairs from the Allameh Tabataba'i University.

Dr. Vali Kaleji, “The Israel-United States War and the Transformation
of Iran’s Neighborhood Policy and Foreign Policy”

Dr. Vali Kaleji is a Senior Research Fellow at The Institute for Iran-Eurasia Studies
(IRAS), Tehran, Iran. He holds a Ph.D. in Regional Studies, Central Asia and Caucasian
Studies from the Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of Tehran. Dr. Kaleji
has authored several monographs in Persian including: Iran, Russia and China in
Central Asia, Cooperation and Conflict with US Foreign Policy in Central Asia, (2015),
US Foreign Policy in Central Asia: Process and Perspectives (2015) and Iran and the
South Caucasus Republics (2017). His publications in English include “Current Trends



and Tendencies in the Political and Security Dimension of the North and South
Caucasus: A View from Iran”, Vienna based European Institute for Counter Terrorism
and Conflict Prevention (September 2020), “Expanding Armenia - Israel Relations:
Implications for Iran’s Foreign Policy in the South Caucasus,” The Central
Asia-Caucasus Institute (CACI), American Foreign Policy Council (September 10,
2020), “Eight Principles of Iran’s Foreign Policy towards The Nagorno-Karabakh
Conflict,” Valdai Discussion Club, Moscow (October 9, 2020) and “Nagorno-Karabakh:
Transformation from an Ethnic-Territorial to Ethnic-Religious Conflict,” The Russian
International Affairs Council (RIAC), Moscow (October 21, 2020).
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11:15 - 11:45

Dr. Joseph Kéchichian, “Is the Trans-Caspian International
Transport Route Vital to the Middle East?”

Dr. Joseph A. Kéchichian is Senior Fellow at the King Faisal Center for Research &
Islamic Studies in Riyadh, Sa‘udi Arabia. He held the post of Senior Writer with the
Dubai-based Gulf News between 1995 and 2017 and served as the Honorary Consul
of the Sultanate of Oman in Los Angeles, California, between 2006 and 2011.
Kéchichian received his doctorate in Foreign Affairs from the University of Virginia
in 1985, where he also taught (1986-1988), and assumed the assistant deanship in
international studies (1988-1989). Between 1990 and 1996, he labored at the Santa
Monica-based RAND Corporation as an Associate Political Scientist and was a
lecturer at the University of California in Los Angeles. The author of nineteen
published books, his latest titles are The Nationalist Al Sa‘ud Advisor: Yusif Yassin
of Sa'udi Arabia, Brighton, Chicago, Toronto: Sussex Academic Press, 2023, and A
Sultanate that Endures: Oman in the World from Qaboos bin Sa'‘id to Haitham bin
Tariq, Liverpool, United Kingdom: Liverpool University Press, 2023.

Second Session: Central Asian Perspectives
Chair: Dr. Mher Sahakyan

13:45 - 14:15

Dr. Nargis Kassenova, “What Would Mackinder Say about Today's
Central Asia in the Context of China's Rise and Global Geopolitical
Fluidity?”

Dr. Nargis Kassenova is a Senior Fellow and Director of the Program on Central Asia at
the Davis Center (Harvard University). Prior to joining the center, she was an Associate
Professor at the Department of International Relations and Regional Studies of KIVIEP
University (Almaty, Kazakhstan). She is the former founder and director of the KIMEP
Central Asian Studies Center (CASC) and the China and Central Asia Studies Center
(CCASCQ). Dr. Kassenova holds a Ph.D. in international cooperation studies from the
Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya University (Japan). Her research
focuses on Central Asian politics and security, Eurasian geopolitics, China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, governance in Central Asia, and the history of state-making in Central Asia. She
serves on the editorial boards of the journals Central Asian Survey, Central Asian Affairs,
REGION: Regional Studies of Russia, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia, and Asia Policy.



14:15 - 14:45

. Dr. Slavomir Horak, “Turkmenistan Railway Geopolitics in the
. Contexts of the Middle Corridor Expansion, Eurasian Disruption
. and Structural Challenges”

i Dr. Slavomir Hordk is an Associate Professor of Political and Cultural Geography at

' the Department of Russian and East European Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences,

. Charles University in Prague. His research covers political, social, and economic issues
i in Central Asia in different scientific fields (history, political sciences and

i ethnography). He systematically examines Turkmenistan's domestic issues, especially
. informal politics and state- and nation-building. He has authored three monographs
on Central Asia and published many articles in journals such as Central Asian Survey,

i Demokratizatsiya, Nationalities Papers, or Central Asian Affairs.

'
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14:45 - 15:15

Mr. Eldaniz Gusseinov, “Geo-Connectivity and the Death of Eurasia

Mr. Eldaniz Gusseinov is a geopolitical analyst and Head of Research at the

i geopolitical forecasting agency Nightingale Int. He focuses on forecasting methods,
. trade corridors, regional conflicts and the strategic behavior of middle powers
across Eurasia. He publishes work on regional integration, transport infrastructure,

. and critical minerals policy. He is a recognized expert on Central Asia. Mr. Gusseinov
:specializes in policy analysis and analytical commentary rather than focusing on
traditional peer-reviewed monographs. He has authored numerous articles in key

i outlets in his field.

He interned at the German Bundestag in the office of Stephan Mayer and held
internships at the Hungarian Institute of International Relations in Budapest and
the Institute for Peace Studies and Security Policy in Hamburg. He has worked on

. projects including the “Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative for Territorial

Development in Kazakhstan” and “Government Programs for Start-ups in
Kazakhstan.”
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Third Session: The Major Powers
Chair: Dr. Naira Sahakyan

16:10 -16:40

Dr. MA Bin, “The ‘Commitment-Practice’ Dilemma of Central Asia

as the Core Area of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization”

Dr. MA Bin is the Deputy Director and Associate Professor of the Center for SCO

Studies, Center for Russian and Central Asian Studies, Institute of International Studies

at Fudan University. His research interests include Eurasia, Belt and Road initiative, IPE,
etc.. He mainly focuses on infrastructure connectivity, political risks of FDI, and the SCO
in recent years. Among other publications, he has authored two books and is working on
a new book about the China-Europe Freight Train.

Dr. Mher Sahakyan, “Superpowers in the South Caucasus and
Central Asia: American and Chinese Geostrategies”

Dr. Mher D. Sahakyan is a visiting lecturer at the ICES-Catholic University of
Vendée in France and Renmin University of China. He was a Fulbright Visiting
Scholar at the School of Advanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins University.
He holds a PhD in international relations from Nanjing University. He was an



17:10 - 17:40

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

17:40 - 18:20

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

18:55 - 19:00

AsiaGlobal Fellow at the Asia Global Institute of University of Hong Kong
(2020/2021, 2022) and a 2024 LEWI Visiting Fellow at the David C. Lam Institute

for East-West Studies at Hong Kong Baptist Uni

Dr. Sahakyan is the founding director of the China-Eurasia Council for Political and
Strategic Research (CECPSR) in Armenia and the founding editor of the Routledge
Research in Eurasian Geopolitics book series, established in 2025.

Sahakyan is the editor or co-editor of several books, including the Routledge
Handbook of Chinese and Eurasian International Relations (2024) and China and
Eurasia: Rethinking Cooperation and Contradictions in the Era of Changing World
Order (2021). He authored China’s Belt and Road Initiative and Armenia, published
in Armenian and Russian and shortlisted for the 2021 International Convention of
Asia Scholars (ICAS) Book Prize. His work has been published in academic journals
such as Chinese Political Science Review, Asian Affairs, Iran and the Caucasus, and
Moscow University Bulletin. Series 13. Oriental Studies.

Dr. Ayjaz Ahmad Wani, “India’s Strategic Engagement with
the South Caucasus and the Middle Corridor”

Dr. Ayjaz Wani (PhD) is a Fellow in the Strategic Studies Programme at ORF. Based in
Mumbai, he tracks China’s relations with Central Asia, Pakistan and the Uyghur
Muslim minorities in China’s Xinjiang province. In addition, Dr Wani tracks
India-Central Asia relations, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and connectivity
projects in the region, including Chabahar, the International North-South Transport
Corridor and the Middle Corridor. He has an abiding interest in Kashmir affairs and is
well-versed in the region’s security dynamics, including terrorism and radicalization.
Dr Wani has written extensively on connectivity in Eurasia, including INSTC, the
Middle Corridor, Chabahar and the Wakhan Corridor. He also tracks India’s relations
with Azerbaijan and Armenia and has written extensively on these topics.

Dr. Anatol Lieven, “The Difficulty of Building Stable Hegemony in
the Southern Caucasus and West Asia.”

Dr. Anatol Lieven is the director of the Eurasia Program and the Andrew Bacevich
chair in American Diplomatic History at the Quincy Institute for Responsible
Statecraft. He was formerly a professor at Georgetown University in Qatar and in
the War Studies Department of King's College London. He also served as a member
of the advisory committee of the South Asia Department of the British Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and of the academic board of the Valdai discussion club in
Russia. He holds a B.A. and Ph.D. in history and political science from Cambridge
University in England. From 1985 to 1998, Lieven worked as a journalist in South Asia,
the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe and covered the wars in Afghanistan,
Chechnya and the southern Caucasus. From 2000 to 2007 he worked at think tanks
in Washington DC.

Lieven is author of several books on Russia and its neighbors including The Baltic
Revolutions: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and the Path to Independence (Yale
University Press, 1993), Chechnya: Tombstone of Russian Power? (Yale University
Press, 1998), and Ukraine and Russia: A Fraternal Rivalry (US Institute of Peace,
1999). His book Pakistan: A Hard Country (Penguin UK, 2011) is on the official reading
lists for US and British diplomats serving in that country. His latest book, Climate
Change and the Nation State (Oxford University Press, 2020), was published in
March 2020 and in an updated paperback edition in Fall 2021.

Closing Comments



